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Title: One Salvation, One People (DD-12)

Purpose: To instruct hearers of the covenantal distinctives, which are 1) One Method of Salvation 2) and One Plan for and One People of God.
Introduction
In our studies of biblical doctrines, we have already considered the Essential Christian Distinctives, and the Calvinistic Distinctives. Now we move to consider the Covenantal Distinctives.

UNIT III: THE COVENANTAL DISTINCTIVES

Now the covenantal distinctives are basically two: 1) One Method of Salvation 2) One Plan for and One People of God.
SECTION 1: ONE METHOD OF SALVATION
In dealing with this section, I will have three headings.

I.
AN EXPLICATION OF THIS DOCTRINE
A.
There is a strong tendency among dispensationalist to rigidly divide God’s dealings with men in different dispensations that you get the impression that God’s method of salvation is different in different dispensations. You will come across many statements to that effect in the Old and even New Scofield Bible.
B.
However, the Bible is clear that God’s method of saving sinners has always been one and the same. From the period right after the fall to the consummation of everything, God has taught but only one way or one method of saving sinners. 

C.
Although this method of salvation God did not immediately reveal completely, but slowly and progressively through various ways and particularly through various covenants God made through the ages, and yet God’s method of saving sinners has always been one and the same all throughout human history.
II.
THE BIBLICAL PROOF OF THIS DOCTRINE
A.
Romans 4:1-6 (READ).

1.
Abraham and David belong to different dispensations or stages of redemptive history. Abraham lived prior to the given of the law or the making of the Old Covenant in Mt Sinai. David lived during the dispensation of the law or under the Old Covenant God made with His people in Mt Sinai. 

2.
And yet Paul makes it abundantly clear that they both were saved in the same way we are all now saved, through faith in a promised Messiah. Of course, Abraham had less light than David, and Abraham and David has less light than we now enjoyed that Christ already has come. And yet we all are saved in the same way – through faith in a promised Messiah.
3.
Thus, as Paul argues here in Rom 4, all those who have the same faith as Abraham are co-heirs or joint-heirs with our father Abraham. One method of salvation.

4.
Objection: “But could Abraham have known about Jesus?” I don’t know that Jesus Himself that Abraham did know Him. John 8:56 (READ). And there can be no doubt that David also knew Christ because he wrote, under the inspiration of the Spirit, many of the Messianic Psalms.
B.
Hebrews 3:16-4:2 (READ). 

1.
The same gospel preached to the Jews under the Old Covenant is the same gospel preached to us now under the New Covenant. Under the Old Covenant, God did not teach salvation on the basis of human merits through obedience of the law. If anything, God taught under the Old Covenant, the gospel being preached to us now. 

2.
Now of course, the gospel preached to the Jews under the Old Covenant was in types and shadows - the sacrifices, the Levitical priesthood, the furnishings and ceremonies of the OC worship, etc. But still the gospel was clearly preached to them in types and shadows.
3.
Thus all those who truly understood and believe the gospel preached in types and shadows are saved in exactly the same way we are now saved -  through faith in Jesus Christ.

C.
2Tim 3:14-15 (READ). 

1.
Now what sacred writings did Timothy have known from childhood? Paul can only be referring to the Old Testament Scriptures and not the New because the New was not yet written at the time Timothy was still a child.

2.
And yet how did Paul describe these sacred writings of the Old Testament Scriptures? VS 15 (READ) “which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ.”
3.
So the idea that salvation through faith in Jesus Christ was not adequately taught in the Old Testament contradicts the Holy Spirit’s assessment of the Old Testament Scriptures. Even the Old Testament Scriptures are adequate to give us the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ. 
Trans: But what is the practical relevance of all this? 
III.
THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS DOCTRINE
A.
Knowing this truth is vital because it will help us see the unity of the whole Bible.
1.
Although God dealt with people in different dispensations somewhat different, and yet God’s method of salvation has been the same through out the entire Bible.

2.
Thus is reading in Bible, we will increasingly appreciate its glorious unity.

B.
Knowing this truth is vital because it will help us rightly apply the Old Testament to New Testament believers.
1.
One of the big problems of the teachings of dispensationalist is that you will find it difficult to apply the Old Testament to New Testament believers. Because if God taught in the Old Testament a different way of salvation, then how can we apply the Old Testament to New Testament believers?
2.
But when we see that God’s method of saving sinners is one and the same throughout the ages, then the Old Testament is highly relevant even to New Testament believers.

3.
And this is exactly what we see how the Apostle’s used the Old Testament Scriptures. 1Cor 10:1-11 (READ). Why could Paul apply the experiences of the OC people of God to NC believers? Because Paul understood that through types and shadows, God dealt with the Jews not legally but evangelically.

SECTION 2: ONE PLAN FOR and PEOPLE OF GOD
In dealing with this section, we will again have three headings.

I.
THE DISPENSATIONALIST VIEW
A.
Dispensationist teaches that there are two peoples of God (the nation of Israel & the church) and two separate plans for each.
1.
God’s plan for the nation of Israel is the one prophesied in the OT. But this plan was deferred because the nation rejected the promised Messiah. However, God will still fulfill His plan for the nation in the future as prophesied in the OT Scriptures. He will give back to Israel the land of Palestine. He will have the temple in Jerusalem rebuilt. The Levitical priesthood and animal sacrifices will again be reinstituted. And Christ will reign over the earth from Jerusalem for a literal 1,000 years. Now that is the plan of God for the nation of Israel and it will be fulfilled in the future.

2.
So what about God’s plan for the church? God’s plan for the church is completely different. When God’s plan for the Jews had to be deferred because of the Jewish rejection of Messiah, then God’s plan for the church began. And this plan for the church will continue to be fulfilled until the church is taken away from the earth during the “rapture” when Christ will secretly come. Moreover, it is at that time that God’s plan of the nation of Israel will again start.
B.
Diagram: 

Trans: However, is the Biblical teaching? The covenantalist does not agree. It does not really fit the Biblical witness. Therefore, let us consider secondly… 
II.
THE COVENANTALISTS AND BIBLICAL VIEW
Now the Covenantalist and Biblical view can be put under five headings.

A.
Many of God’s promises concerning the nation of Israel have already been fulfilled even in the OT.
1.
This is true of God’s promised of a land. 
a.
God promised to Abraham to give his physical descendants the land of Canaan. Gen 15:16-21 (READ). 
b.
Has this promised been fulfilled? Yes. Its immediate fulfillment has been fulfilled. Partially in Jos 21:43-45 (READ). Then completely at the time of Solomon’s reign in 2Ch 9:26 (READ).  
2.
This is also true of God’s promised of a multitude of descendants.

a.
God promised to Abraham that his descendants will be a multitude. Gen 22:17 (READ). 

b.
Has this promised been fulfilled? Yes. Its immediate fulfillment has been fulfilled. Deu 10:22; 1Ch 27:33 (READ)

3.
This is also true of God’s promised to make Israel a great nation.
a.
God’s promised to Abraham that his descendants will become a great nation. Gen 12:2 (READ).
b.
Has this promised been fulfilled? Yes. Its immediate fulfillment has been fulfilled. Deu 4:6-8 (READ). And at the time of Solomon’s reign, the greatness of the Jewish nation has reached its peak 1King 10:23-24 (READ).
4.
This is also true of God’s promised to bring back the exiles from captivity.

B.
The Old Israel of God is what has become the New Israel of God— the church.

1.
Many people do not see this relation and, therefore, the cannot really see the continuity between the Israel and the church and they do not really understand the progress of redemptive history. But that continuity exist.

2.
Even before the nation of Israel entered the land of Canaan, God knew that the OC he made with that nation will fail— Deu 31:14-22 (READ). 

3.
Therefore, what did God do? God promised to make a new covenant with the house of Israel— Heb 8:7-13 (READ).

4.
Now when was this New Covenant made? The 1st coming of Christ with the believing remnant of the house of Israel— Lu 22:20 (READ) - Significant that Jesus made it after the Passover meal. 

5.
So what happened to the rest of the Jews who did not believe? They were cut off from God’s nation on earth and the believing Gentiles were grafted in. 

a.
Mt 3:7-10 (READ) – John the Baptist came at a pivotal point in redemptive history. He came to prepare the way of the Lord. Anyone who will reject his message will be cut off from God’s people on earth. 

b.
And that is exactly what happened to many —Rom 11:20; 11:23 (READ). But the believing Gentiles were also grafted in. The early disciples did not understand this at first but God made this very clear to Peter in a revelation and even to the rest of the apostles.

6.
Therefore, the church is now is the New Israel of God and has taken the place of the Old Israel. John 10:14-16; Eph 2:11-13, 19-22 (READ), Phil 3:2-3 (READ). 1Pet 2:7-10 (READ). 

C.
The Old Israel was the shadow, while the New Israel is the reality.

1. The book of Hebrews clearly expounds this relation between the Old Israel and the New Israel of God  - Heb 10:1 (READ). You know what a shadow is. It is just a darkened image cast behind something. We find a similar expression in Col 2:16-17 (READ) Lit. “Sabbaths”.  

2. And this is what we see in a many different ways: 1) Physical Descendants of Abraham— Spiritual Descendants of Abraham 2) Physical Circumcision— Heart Circumcision 3) Deliverance from Bondage in Egypt- Deliverance from the Bondage of Sin 4) God’s law written in tablets of stones— God’s law written in tablets of human hearts. 
D.
The New Israel of God is never to go back to the Old Covenant types and shadows.

1.
Why? The Old Covenant has become obsolete— Heb 8:13 (READ).  During the Apostolic era there was still a point of transition. But the OC was, in principle, already obsolete. 

2.
Therefore, to go back to the types and shadows would constitute a denial of the progress of redemptive history and it is to reject the reality and go back to the shadows. And that constitutes spiritual apostasy. 

E.
God’s plan and promise to the Old Israel find its ultimate and final fulfillment in the New Israel of God.

1.
And this is clear from the Apostolic preaching and testimony. 
a.
Acts 3:29-36 (READ) Cntx: Peter speaking to the Jewish people. What all the prophets spoke about in the OT are now being fulfilled in the NT era; not in some future literal millennium. 
b.
 Acts 15:13-18 (READ) Cntx: Council at Jerusalem. God has rebuilt the tabernacle of David destroyed during the Babylonian Captivity in the church which at first was purely Jewish.
c.
Acts 26:6-7, 22-27 (READ). Cntx: Paul is giving his defense to King Agrippa. What God has 
promised in the OT has not been delayed, but it is now being fulfilled in the NT era.
d.
1Cor 15:22-26 (READ). Christ’s messianic reign has already begun at His resurrection and it will continue up until He brings all His enemies under His feet. And what is the last enemy? Death. Then He will hand over the kingdom to the Father. The final state of the Kingdom of God is the new heaven and the new earth where righteousness dwells.
2.
We must interpret OT prophecies concerning Israel the way Christ and the Apostles interpreted them, not the way the unbelieving Jews interpret them. And clear from their preaching and testimony is that God’s promises to the Old Israel find its ultimate and final fulfillment in the New Israel of God.

Trans:
Now that leads us thirdly to… What are the practical benefits of this teaching?

III.
 THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS DOCTRINE

A. This teaching shows us the glory of our position in redemptive history. 

1. The glory of the Old Israel has reached it height during the days of David and Solomon. But those days are nothing compared to what we now enjoy under the reign of Messiah.

2. For we  are living in the days of fulfillment. What God promised to Abraham and to Old Covenant nation are now being fulfilled in these last days under Messiah’s reign.  And although not all enemies that challenge God’s rule have been done away it, they will be done aways with. And then will come the new heaven and new earth where righteousness dwells.   

3. What a blessed period in redemptive history we now are living. We are living in the final drama of redemptive history. 1Pet 1:10-12 (READ). 
B. 
This teaching will keep us from ever going back to OT shadows but instead glory in the NC realities. 

1.
And this, to me, is one of the grave dangers of the dispensationalism. Instead of encouraging people to glory in the NC realities and fulfillment, it encourages people to glory in the OC shadows - the Old Israel, the land in Palestine, the temple in Jerusalem, the animal sacrifices, Levitical priesthood, etc.
2.
But to do this is to put oneself in danger of apostasy as the book of Hebrews makes clear.

3.
Our focus now must be the NC realities – the New Israel of God, the NC temple and priesthood, the present highly priestly work of Christ in heaven, the spiritual sacrifices, the new heaven and new earth.
Conclusion: So by all means, let us hold graciously & yet tenaciously to the covenantal distinctives: One method of salvation & One people of God.






